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I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this release is to inform local districts, attorneys and
authorized agencies of the action of the Legislature in Chapter 267 of
"the Laws of 1984 to extend to September 1, 1986, the concurrent juris-
diction by Family Courts and Surrogate's Courts over adoption proceedings.

II. . BACKGROUND

Section 641 of the Family Court Act which grants jurisdiction over adoption
proceedings was intended to grant exclusive original jurisdiction over
adoption proceedings to the Family Court. At the time of Section 641's
enactment, however, adoption proceedings could also be commenced in Surrogate’s
Court. In order to avoid congestion of adoption proceedings in the Family
Court thus causing delays in finalization, the Legislature has provided

for the continuation of concurrent jurisdiction in adoption proceedings.
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since the initial enactment, the Legislature has made a number of extensioms - -
to the périod of concurrent jurisdietion. Chapter 267 of the Laws of

1284, is the most recent of these extensions, extending to September

1, 1986, the period in which the Surrogate's Court may continue to exercise-
concurrent jurlsdlctlon ovéer adoption proceedings with the Family Court.

III. IMPLICATIONS

Adoption proceedlngs may continue to be brought in elther Family Court
or Surrogate's Court until September 1, 1986.

IV. RECOMMENDATIONS

Whlle there 15 a contlnulng 0pt10n to 1n1t1ate an’ adoptlon proceedlng

in elther Famlly Court or Surrogate & Court, adoption proceedings 1nvolv1ng
ad0pt1ve chlldren who already have had involvément in thé Family Court
through for example, Artlcle 10 chlld abuse or rieglect proceedlngs,
Séction 392 perlodlc Eourt revrews or Sectlon 384-b términation of }
parental rlghts proceedlngs should also bé brought in Famlly court, in
order to- 1nsure contlnulty afd t6 make uSe of the Famlly Court g existing
famlllarlty with the case. .
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