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Date: May 4, 1995

Di vi sion: Services and
Conmuni ty
Devel opnent
TO Local District Conm ssioners

SUBJECT: Child Care: Availability of the Child and Adult Care Food
Program (CACFP) to Caregivers of Informal Child Care

ATTACHVENTS: None

The New York State Departnment of Health which administers the Child and
Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) in New York State has announced that
caregivers of informal child care who are enrolled with a social services
district to receive paynents on behalf of one or nore subsidized children

are eligible to participate in the CACFP. In State Fiscal Year 1993-1994,
approximately 22 percent of all children receiving subsidized child care
services were in infornmal child care arrangenents. The Departnent supports
the CACFP expansion efforts which wll help ensure that all |ow incone
children receive nutritious neals and snacks while in child care, regardl ess
of the category of provider selected by their parents. The purpose of this

Local Conmi ssioners Menorandum (LCM) is to provide guidance to socia
services districts regarding their relationship with the CACFP sponsors and
the i npact of CACFP payments on eligibility for public assistance, nedi ca
assi stance and food stanps.

Enrolled providers wll participate in CACFP under the sane federal CACFP
regul ations as famly day care providers. Current CACFP sponsors nust
submit a "Plan of Sponsorship" for approval by the Departnent of Health
before enroll ed providers can begin to participate. Since caregivers of
informal child care will be eligible for CACFP funding for only those nonths
in which they provide care to a subsidized child, the plan nust include
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informati on about how the CACFP sponsor wll work with social services
districts to identify enrolled caregivers for outreach and to verify
paynents each nonth.

Social services districts are remnded that the nanme and address of a
caregiver of informal child care cannot be shared without the witten
perm ssion of the caregiver. However, social services districts may choose
to informcaregivers of informal child care of the availability of CACFP
funds by ot her nmeans, such as:

0 attaching i nformati on about the CACFP to the enroll nent form

0 including CACFP flyers with the "Health and Safety Information
Letter"” that is given to each enrolled caregiver; or

0 adding a question to the enrollment formto deterni ne whether the
caregiver is interested in being contacted about the CACFP

It should be noted that since famlies nmay select a caregiver who resides in
a nei ghboring county, social services districts nmay be approached by nore
than one sponsor agency regarding expanding the availability of CACFP to

caregivers of informal child care. Each social services district nust
determne the extent to which it is able to work with sponsor agencies to
nake the CACFP available to caregivers of informal <child care. Soci a

services districts are encouraged to collaborate with the CACFP sponsor
agencies to devel op creative outreach efforts and verification procedures to
the maxi mum extent practical.

In accordance with federal rules, CACFP nonitors are required to visit
participating providers three times annually. |In the course of such visits,
the nmonitors may identify issues related to the quality of <child care
services being provided. Since caregivers of informal child care are exenpt
fromState regulation, neither the Departnent nor social services districts
have authority to investigate such concerns or to deny paynent for services
provided to an eligible famly. CGeneral ly, however, CACFP nonitors have
training and experience in the area of child care and child devel opnent.
Ther ef or e, in addition to providing nutrition information, CACFP nonitors
are able to guide caregivers in other areas related to the quality of
services they provide to children and fanli es. CACFP monitors also are
aware of available training programs and can encourage caregivers to take
advant age of such opportuniti es.

CACFP monitors also nay identify enrolled caregivers who are caring for nore
than two children for nore than three hours per day and who are required to
register as famly day care providers. Whien such an individual 1is
identified, the CACFP nonitor will make a report to the Child Care Conpl aint
Li ne. In addition, the nmonitor should notify the social services district
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which enrolled the caregiver of the situation. The caregiver will be
contacted by the Departnent, or its contracted representative, regarding the
registration requirenents. In sone cases, the CACFP nonitor may assist the

caregiver in conpleting the registration application.

Unregul ated caregivers who are not |egally-exenpt from fanmly day care
registration requirenents are not eligible to receive paynent fromchild
care subsidy funds. Upon | earning that an enrolled caregiver of infornal
child care is subject to famly day care registration requirenments, socia
services districts nust offer the parent(s) an opportunity to nmake different
child care arrangenents and assistance | ocating a provider who is eligible

for paynent. If the parent chooses to continue the existing child care
arr angenent, the social services district must provide the parent(s) with
adequate and tinely notice of intent to discontinue the child care
benefits. The reason for discontinuance would be that the caregiver

selected is not an eligible provider as defined in Section 415.1(h) of the
Departnment's regul ations. Child care subsidy paynents nmay be resuned when:

0 the caregiver registers as a famly day care provider;

0 the caregiver reduces the nunber of <children served to legally-
exenpt |evels; or

0 the parent selects an eligible child care provider.

Under Section 352.16(a) of the Department's regulations, paynents from the
CACFP are excluded frominconme when determning a caregiver's eligibility
for public assistance and the amobunt of such benefits. When deterni ning
eligibility for Medical Assistance (MY, paynents fromthe CACFP also are
excl uded fromincone. For food stanp purposes, CACFP paynents are treated
as self-enploynent incone. Gui dance on determ ning the anount of CACFP
incone used to calculate food stanp benefits can be found in 90 INF4
entitled "Food Stanp Treatnent of Child Care Food Program (CCFP) Paynents."

Questions regarding this LCM nmay be directed to Dee Woll ey, Bureau of Early
Chi | dhood Services at 1-800-343-8859, extension 432-2541 or dial direct
(518) 432-2541. Ms. Wholley also nay be contacted on-line, Userid #89a800.

Suzanne Zafonte Sennett
Di rector
Bureau of Early Chil dhood Services



